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Over he last few
months, Fisheries
Management stall have
been collecting Informa-
tion on local perch fish-
eries.

Perch fishing, In gen-
eral around the area,
has becn quite *hit and
miss’ this year. Since
January, we have been
conducling an angler
survey on Lower Mann
Lake, to document the
amount ol angler effort
that has taken place on
the lake.

Lower Mann has
been a lake historically
known to winter kill,
but has supported a
perch fishery this past
year, Effort and harvesl
were extremely high in
January wilth large
perch being captured,

rch in our area lakes

bul has since decreased
to minimal levels with
very few perch being
caught. Other lakes we
have collecled dala on
Include Stoney Lake
and Bonnle Lake.
Bonnle Lake did not
have a fishery this win-
ter afler suffering a win-
ter kill in 2000.

We have also
been collecting perch

Information from
Vincent Lake. Perch
fishing has been slow at

Vincent Lake this year.
The historically large
numbers of anglers that
populated the ice on
Vinecent in the past were
nol present this year,

Vincent Lake is an
example of onc of the
many perch fisheries In
the province that have
been over exploited by
anglers In pasl ycars,
Only a few winlers ago It
was nol uncommon to
sce hundreds of perch
get  laken home by
anglers In a single day.
It was common to find a
witle range of age class-
es present in the popu.
Latlon el pereh ae odd
s 10 or 11 (Figure 1),

Todlay we find a small
ramfe ol age clusses
with  the  oldest  lish
being 8 or 7 (Figure.2).
‘The perch being kept by’
anglers have become
smaller and smaller,
and anglers are keeping
more of these small
perch. This Is a sce-
nario that we are seeing
on many area lakes.
Fewer larger fish mean
anglers harvesl smaller
and smaller fish In
order (o be "successful’.

By nol releasing any
of these small perch we
are at risk of nol allow-
Ing these small perch to
become older, larger
adults, and the sport-
Nshery then collapses.

In some lakes around
the province more
restrictive perch limits
have been placed on
specific lakes to deter
overharvest and restore
perch populations.

A bag limit of five
perch/day has been
used on these lakes. a
strategy that may be
useful on St. Paul area
lakes. Other options
could include closures,
and size restriclions.

Il you have any com-
ments concerning the
above or would like
more Infornation
please contact Fisherles
Management in St. Paul
al (780) 645-6313 (dial
the rite line at 310-0000
first If calling long dis-
tance).



